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Letisw se it ¢
s PRONINITAD BY LA¥,  TAC RPASRUETION €F THIR PEAp 8 PIGmIAITIC.

1, Under the socialized pubiic health program the Hinister of Hea
for the weil being of the Rumanian populsce. Eie office 1n Rumenie is celled, "Cese
Asigurerilor Sociale." The cnief source of revenue for the Ministry of Health is through
an income tex levy. Fiftzen to sixteen percent of each workerts salary is taken with
the explapstion that 1t will be utilized in developing the health program under the
nationaslized government.

2. I mignt =ay, however, that up to December 1947 there was very little evidence of im-
provement ir hygisnic conditions. Practically all of the teilets at publle institutions,
most achocls and ot army installetions were of tbe latrine type.

3. The average RQumenian was a very healthy subject. However, I can recall that in 1947
many of the Soviet treops in Rumania had contracted various venereal diseases. As &
congequence’,” attempts - fa 8 were

’:lJorted from Germany. ‘ ‘

4., The educational level of most Rursnian peasants was extremely low with the result that
modern sanitation practices were unimown to them. i can recall that in seversl of
the villages peasunts had even fed their youngsters poppy seeds, thinking they had the Y
same value ag sunflower seeds.

5.  In 1947 pedicines were VEIry scarcs. In fact, I would presume that many of the drugs

common in the US are scarse now [Kugust 1953/. For over two yeers I have been sending 25X1
streptomyein, surecmycin, penicillin, and APC tablets to relatives in Rumenia. Ore

of these relstives wrote severasl months ago requesting rimifon for tuberculosis. ‘ 25X1 -
In April 1953 my last package of such drugs was returned unopened. 25X1

6. Médical research was practically non-existent. As 1 remember there were very few top .
£light surgeons in,Rumenia, The Rumanian Medfcal University of Buchsrest, perhaps the
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best in the cox(lptry 15 not copvsidered very gcod by European standards.
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T Garbage - . in the ecities was collezted twice weekly and kanled to the dumps out-
glde the city limits but was nct burned. About the only city which disposed of
its ga.rba.ge by burning was Bucharest. . .

8. 'The water supply was a.dequate in most of the counf;ry; thé main source of water was wells.
Bucharest had adequately developed its water supply. The source of water for Bucharest
was the Dambovita River. About the only place which distilled its water was Bucharest,
Spring wells are not uncommon. Water is plentiful and can be had by drilling from 15
to 20 meters as the average farmer does. I do not recall any instances in which water
was sempled or tested by the government or any of the city sanitation departments.

9. - There vwas a.lwaya a great deal of malaria in the southern sectors of Rmna.nie., part‘,i-
cularly around the Danubian Delte near Bulgaria.

10. Rumanian diet in 194T was composed primarily of palenta, a national dish, potatoes
and bread. Vegetables and mests were scarce with meat exceptionally hard to obtain.
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